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EEC and 
ESF

1st ESF reform: 
specific sectors and 
categories of people
Agricultural and 
textile sectors

Defence Industry 
Decarbonisation

Digital transition
Green Transition
Demographic 
Transition
25% of the ESF for 
social inclusion and 3% 
for material deprivation

4th ESF reform: women, the long-
term unemployed and older 
people
2nd and 3rd enlargements: focus 
on the poorest regions
Multiannual planning

Upskilling the adult 
population
Promoting 
employment
Promoting mobility

2nd ESF reform: 
young people 
became a priority
Creation of the 
ERDF
1st enlargement

3rd ESF reform: 
75% of funds for 
young people 
under 25

Single Market
5th ESF reform: all groups 
of people and sectors 
Doubling of the Funds
Community Initiatives
4th enlargement

European Employment Strategy 
Lisbon Strategy
Reform of the Funds: combating 
all forms of discrimination and 
inequalities in the labour market
5th and 6th enlargements

EPSR
20% ESF: poverty 
and social 
exclusion

Lifelong education 
and training
Better jobs
Active ageing
Poverty and social 
exclusion

Women, migrants, 
persons with 
disabilities, older 
people, marginalised 
communities/groups, 
children
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